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Not only has this extraordinary demand !ment fm i a cession of territory formung 
o 


beea made a sine qua non, to be admitted | 


without a discussion, and as a preliminary 
basis; but itis accompanied by others equal- 
ly inadmissible, which the British plenipoten- 
tiaries state to be so connected with it, that 
they may reasonably influence the decision 
of the undersigned upon it, yet leaving them 
uninformed how far these other demands may 
also be insisted on.as indispensable conditions 
of a peace. 

As little are the undersigned instructed or 
empowered to accede to the propositions of 
the British government. in relation to the mi- 
litary occupation of the western lakes. if 
they have tound.the proposed interference of 
Great Britain in the concerns of Indians re- 
Biding within the United States utterly in- 
compatible with any established maxim of 
pudlic law, thev are no less ata loss to disco- 
ver by what rule of perfect reciprocity the U. 
States can he required to renounce their equal 
right of maintaining a naval force upon those 
Jakes, and of fortifying the:r own shores, whrle 
(> &ritain reserves exclusively the corres- 
ponding rights to herseif. ‘Thatin point of 
military preparation, Great Britain in her 
possessions in North America, ever has been 
in a contition te be termed, with propmety, 


a part of one of the states of tie American 
union, and that they propose, v:itho: pure 
pose specifically ailedged, to draw lie bounda- 
ry line westward, not from the lake ot the 
Woods, as itnow is, but from lake Superior. 
Ii must be perfeotly immaterial to the United 
States, whether the object of the British go- 
vernment, in demending the dismemberment 
ofiheU. § is toacquire territory, as such, or 
for purposes tess Habte, in the eyés of the word, 
to be ascribed to the desire ofaggrandizement. 
Whatever the motive may be, and with what- 
ever consistency views of conquest may be 
disclaimed, while demanding for herseif, or 
for the Ind’ans, a cession of territory more 
extensive than the whole island of Great Bri- 
tain, the duty marked out for the uncersign- 
ed is the same. They have no authority to 
cede any part ofthe territory of the U States, 


‘and to no stipulation to that eflect wiii they 
‘ 


subscribe, 

The conditions proposed by Great Britain 
have no relation to the subsisting differences 
between the two countries: they are inconsis« 
tent with acknowledzed principles of public 
law: they are founced neiil-er on reciprocity 
nov on any of tie usual bases of negociation, 





neither on that of the uti pogsidetis, or of 


the weaker power, in eomparison with thejstatus ante bellum: tey would infliet th: most 
U. states, the undersigned believe to be in-jvitai injury on the United States, by dismem- 


sorrect in point of act. in regard to the for. 
tilication of the s}ores, and to the torces ac- 
tually kept an duvet upon those frontiers, the, 
Deiueve the superiority to have always been on 
the side of G. Brilain. If the proposal to dis- 
mantie the forts ugen her shores, strike for- 
ever her piilitary flag upon her lakes, and lay 
her whole frontier cefeivcelessis the presence 
of her armed and fortified neighbor, }.ad pro- 
eeeded, not from Great Britainto the Uniied 
States, but fromthe U. States to G. Britain, 
the undersigned may safely appeal to the bo- 
soms of his Britannic majesty’s plenipo!entia 
ries for the feelings with which. not only in 
regard to the interests, but the honor of their 
nation, they would have received such a pro 
osal. What would G. Britain herself say, if 
in relation to anether frontier, where she has 
he acknowledged superiority of strength, it 
Were proposed that she should be reduced to 
a condition even of equality with the United 
States? 
The undersigned further perceive, that un- 
der the alledged purpose of opening a direct 
#ommunication between two ot the British 
Previnces in America, the British govern. 
YI. Vii. 


hering their territory, by arresting their na- 
tural growth and increase of population. and 
hy leaving tkeir northern and western frop- 
tier equa'ly expose: to British invasion anc to 
indian aggression: they are, above all, disho- 
norable to the United States, in demandi 
from them to abandon territory and a portion 
of their citizens, to admit a foreign inter/er- 
ence in their domestic concerns, and tocezse 
to exercise their astural rights on their owa 
shores and in their own waters. A treaty cons 
eladed on such terms would be but an armie- 
tice. It cannot be supposed that America 
would jong submit to conditions so injurious 
and degrading It is impossible, in the natue 
ral course of events, that she should not. af 
the first favorable opportanity, recur te arins, 
for the recovery of ber territery, of herrights, 
of her honor Instead of settling existing dit 
ferences, such a peace would only create new 
causes of war, sow the seeds of a permanent 
hatred. and lav the foundation of hostilities 
for an indefinite period. 

Essentially pacific from her political -insti- 





tutions, from the habits of ber citizens. from 
her physical situation, America reluctantiv 
P ear ig +! > ge 
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engaged in the war She wishes for peace; ali the objects of their government, while those 
but she wishes for it @pon those ‘erms of re ‘which the Americen government had in view were 


. ‘ “ig . 1: ,},| Withheid; but in so doing they were prine:pally #c- 
iprocily, honor: to both ¢ ‘ies, which ; “iaa:e NGO. ee 

gd o “Ys - ries oth pountesee, nt f tuated by a desire of bringing the negotiation as 
Can aione render it per na ‘eat. the SRISCS Of soon as possible to a favorable terminstion, end in 
the war between the United States and Great) some measure by their willingness to comply with 


Britain having disappeered by the maritime the wishes expressea by the American plenipotenti- 


pacification of Kurope, the government of the 
United states does not desire to continue it, 
in defeneé of abstract principles, which have, 
for the present, ceased to have any practical 
ettect. 


both parties restoring whatever territory they 
may have taken, and both reserving ail their 
rights, in relation to their respective seamen. 
‘i'o make the peace between the two nations 


solid and permanent, the undersigned were 


also instructed, and have been prepared to 
enter into the most amicable discussion of all 
those points on which differences or uncer- 
tainty had existed, and which might hereafier 
tend in any degree whatever to imterrupt the 


harmony of the two countries, without, how-| 


ever, making tae conclusion of the peace at 
ail depend upon a successful result of the 
discussion. 

tis, therefore. with deep regret, that the 
undersigned have scen that other views are 
entertained by the British government, and 
that ew and unexpected pretensions are rai- 


‘sed, which, if persisted in, must oppose an 


insuperable obstacle toa pacification. [tis not 


nocessary to reier such demands to the Ame- 


rican government for its instruction. They 
ruil onty be a fit subject of deliberation, 
when it becomes necessary to decide upon 


‘Lhe undersigned have been accord-| 
ingly instructed to agree to its termination, 


‘aries themseives. 


It is perfectly true that the war between his ma- 
jesty and the Unied States, was declared by the 
jlatter power upon the pretence of maritime rights 
talleuged to be asserted by Great Britain, and dispu- 
ted by the United States. 

If the war thus deciared by the United States 
had deen czrried on by them for objects purely 
oY a Maritime nature, or if the attack which has 
been made on Canada had been for the purpose 
ot diversion, or the way of defence against the 
British forces in that querter, any question as to 
the boundaries of Canada might have been consides- 
‘ed as unnecessary; but it is notorious to the whole 

world that the conguest of Canada, and its perma- 
nent annexation to the United States, was the declar- 
ed object of the American government. If, in con- 
| sequence of a different course of events on the con- 
itinent of Europe, his majesty’s government had been 
iunable to reiniorce the British armies in Canada, and 
the United States had obtained a decided superiori- 
ty in that quarter, is there any person who doubts 
that they would have availed thcmselves of their 
situation to obtain on the side of Canada important 
cessrous of territory, if not the entire abandonmcnt 
of that country by Great Britain? Is the American 
government to be allowed to pursue, so far as its 
means will enable it, a system of acquisition and 
aggrandizement to the extent of annexing entire 
provinces to their dominions, and is his majesty to 
be precluded from availing himself of his means, so 
far as trey will enable him, to retain those points 
which the valor of British arms may have placed in 








i his power, because they happen to be situated with- 


in the territories allotted under former treaties to 


the expediency of an absolute surrender of |the government of the United States? 


national independence. 
The undersigned request the British ple- 


“nipotentiaries to accept the assurance of their 


high consideration. 
(Signed) 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
JAMES A BAYARD. 
H. CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
To the plenipotentiaries of his Britannic 
majesty, Cc. Cc. Ee. 
No. Hf. 
BRITISH NOTE. 
The British to the Amerisan commissioners. 
Guent, Sept. 4, 1814. 

The undersigned have the honor to acknowledg 
the reve.>i of the note of the American plenipoten- 
tiaries, dated the 24th ultimo. 

It is with unfeigned regret that the undersigned 
observe, both in the tone and substance of the wnole 
note, so little proof of any disposition on the part of 
the government of the United States to enter into 
an amicable discussion of the several points submit- 


“¥ed by the undersigned in their former communica- 


tion. The undersigned are perfectly aware, that in 
bris, .g forward those points for consideration, and 
Siuuug with so much frankness, as they did, the 
views with which they were proposed, t 


from the dsual course of neguciating, 


rr me 


es -tsam go . 
4¥ aistlosing 
° 


) 
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Such a principle of negoci@tion was never avowed 
‘antecedent to that of the revolutionary government 
of France. 
| If the policy of the United States had been essen- 
j Helly pacitic, as the American plenipotentiaries as- 
|sert it ought to be, from their political imstitutions, 
‘from the habits of their citizens, and from their 
‘physical situation, it might not have been necessary 
|to propose the precautionary provisions now under 
idiseussion. That, of late years at least, the Ame- 
irican government have been influenced by a very 
idifferent policy; by a spirit of aggrandizement not 
Necessary to their own security, bui ineressing with 
{the extent of their empire, has been too cle:rly ma- 
itifcested by the'r progressive occupation of the indian 
}territories; by the acquisition ot Low siana: by the 
|raore recent attempt to wrest by force of arms from 
4 nation in amity, the two Floridas: nd, lastl, by 
'the avowed intention of permanentl) annexing the 
| Canadas to the United States. 
| Tf, than, the security of the Britist North Amer'- 
can domuiions requires any sacrifices on the part ot 
the United States, they must be ascribed to the de- 
iclared policy of that government in makmg the war 
‘not one of self-cefence, ner for the redress of grie- 
ivauces, real or pretended, but a part of a system 
(of conquest and aggrandizement. 
| The British government in its present situation, 
‘is bound in duty to endeavor to secure its North A- 
imerican dominions against those attempts at con- 


—— 


ey departed | quest, which the American government have avow 
1° . i 


cdiobe a principle of their policy, and’ which a 
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such will undoubtedly be renewed, whenever any 
succeeding war between the two countries shall af- 
ford a prospect of renewing them. with success. 

The British plenipotentiaries proposed that the 
military possession of the lakes, from lake Ontario 
to lake Superior, should be secured to Great Bri- 
tain, because the command of those lakes would af- 
ford to the Américan government the means of com- 
mencing a war in the heart of Canada, and because 
the command of them, on the part of Great Britain, 
has been shewn by experience to be attended with 
no insecurity to the United States. 

When the relative strength of the two powers in 
North America is considered, it slfould be recollect- 
ed that the British dominions in that quarter do not 
contain a population of five hundred thousand souls, 
whereas the territory of the United States contains 
2 population of more than seven millions; that the 
naval resources of the United States are at hand 
for attack, and that the naval resources of Great 
Britain are on the other side of thy Atlantic. 

The military possession of those lakes is not, 


north western frontier has been mutually acknow? 
ledged, a proposal for a discussion on that subject 
cannot be considered as a demand for a cession of 
territory, unless the United States are prepared to 
assert that there is no limit to their territories in 
that direction, and that availing themselves of the 
geographical error upon which that part of the 
treaty of 1783 was founded, they will acknowledge 
no boundary whatever, then unquestionably any pro 
position to fix one, be it what it may, must be consi- 
dered as demanding a large cession of tefritory front 
the United States. 

Is the American government prefared to assert 
such an unlimited right, ¢0 contraty to the eviden& 
intention of the treaty itself? Or, is his maijesty’s 
government to understand that the American pleni- 
potentiaries are willing to acknowledge the bounda- 
ry from the Lake of the Woods to the Mississippi. 
(the arrangement made by a convention in 1803, but 
not ratified) as that by which their government is. 
ready to abide ? 

The British plenipotentiaries are instructed to ac+ 


therefore, necessary for the protection of the Uni-jcept favorably such a proposition, or to discuss any 


ted States. 

Tie proposal for allowing the territories on the 
sou'hern banks of the lekes above mentioned to re- 
main in the possession of the government of the 
United States, provided no fortifications should be 


other line of boundary which may be submitted fox 
consideration: 

It is with equal astonishment and regret the uit- 
dersigned find that the American plenipotentiaries 
have not only declined signing any provisional afti- 





erected on the shores, and no armament permitted | 


cle, by which the indian nations who have taken part 


on the waters, has been made, for the purpose of| with Great Britain in the present contest may be ins 


manifesting, that security and not acquisition of ter- 
ritary is the object of the British government, and 
that they have no desire to throw obstacles in the 
way of any commerce which the people of the Uni- 
ted States may be desirous of carryiig on upon the 
likes in time of peace. 

The undersigned, with the anxious wish to recti- 
fy all misunderstanding, have thus more fully ex- 
plained the grounds upon which they brought for- 
ward the propositions contained in their former note 
respecting the boundaries of the British dominions 
in North Ame: ica. 

They do not wish to insist upon them beyond 
What the circumstances may fairly require. They 
are ready, amicably, to discuss the details of them 
with a view to the adoption of any modifications 
which the American plenipotentiaries, or their go- 
vernment, may have tosuggest, if they are not in- 
compatible with che object itself. 


W:th respect to the boundary of the district of 


Maine, and that of the north-western frontier of the 
United States, the undersigned were not prepared 
to anticipate the objections contained in the note of 
the American plenipotentiaries, “that they were in- 
structed to treat for the revision of their boundary 
lines,” with the statement which they have subse- 
quently mude, that they had no authority to cede 


any part, however insignificant ,of the territories of 


the United States, although the proposal left it open 
to them to demand an equivalent for such cession 
either in frontier or otherwise. 

The American plenipotentiaries must be aware 
that the boundary of the district of Maine has never 
been correctly ascertained; that the one grserted at 
present hy the American government, by which the 


direct communieation between Halifax end Quebec! 


becomes interrupted, wxs not in contemplation of the 
British plenipotentiaries wha concluded the treaty 
of 1783, and that the greater part of the terriiory in 
qitestion is actually unoccupied. 

The ualersigned are persuaded that an arrange- 
ment on this point might be easily Shade, if entered 
into vith the spirit of conciliation, without any pre- 
jitdice to the interests of the district in question. 

As Te Recessity of fixing some bonndarr for the 


cluded in the peace, and may have a boundary ase 
signed to them, but have also thought proper to ex- 
press surprize at any proposition on the subject 
having been advanced. 

The American plenipotentiaries state, that their 
government could not have expected such a discus 
sion, and sppear resolved, at once, to reject any pro- 
position on this head; representing it as a demand 
contrary to the acknowledged principles of public 
law, tantamount to a cession of one third of the ter - 
ritorial dominions of the United States, and required 
to be admitted without discussion, 

The proposition which is thus represented is, that 








the Indian nations, which have been during the war 
lin alliance with Great Britain, shotild at its termine 
tion be included in the pacification; and, with a 
view to their permanent tranquility and security, 
that the British government is willing to take asa 
basis of an articleon thezsubject of a boundary for 
those nations, the stipulations which the Ameficar 
government contracted in 1793, subject, however, to 
' modifications. 

After the declaration, publicly made to those ine 
dian nations by the governor general of Canada, thet 
Great Britain would not desert-them, could the Ame: 
rican government really persuade itself thit no pre 
positioa relating to those nations would te advane- 
ad, and did lord Castlereagh’s note of the 4th No 
vember, 1813, imply so great a sacrifice of honoy, 
or exclude from discussion every subject, ekcept 
what immediately related to the maritime questions 
referred to in.it? 

When the tndersigned assured the America't 
nlenipotenuiaries of the anxious wish of the Britis!s 
rovernment that the negociation might termuinats 
ia peace honorable to both parties, it could not 





have 
‘been imaginéd that the American plenipotentiarie + 
twould thence. conclude, that his niajesty’s governs 
iment was prenared to abandon the indian nations *0 
itheir fate, nor. could it have beén.forseen that th 
| American government we rid have considered it <4 
iderogatory to its honor to adinit a proposition by 
lwhich the tranquility of these hations might be ses 
fcured. 
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Lhe Aimerican to the British commissioners. 
Gaent, Sept. St 1814, 
The undersigned have hac the pono to receive 
the note of his Britannic m:jesty’s plenipetentiaries, 
dated the 4th inst. If im the tone, or substance of 
*the formcr note of the undersigned, the British com- 
inissioners have percerved littie proof of any dispo- 


fies between the United States and the indian na- 
tions. The American plenipotentiaries must be 
‘aware, that the war winch’hss sinee broken out, has 
‘abrogated that treaty. Is it contrary to the esia- 
blished ’prinsipies of public law for the’ British'go 
“vernment to propose, on behalf of its allies, that this 
‘treaiy, shall, on the pacification, be considered sub- 
jeci to such modifications'as the case may render 





‘necessary ? Or is it unreasonabie to propose, that 
this stipulation should be amended, and that on that 
‘foundation ‘some arrangem«nts should be made 
Which would provide for the existence of 
power beiween G:ecat Britain and the United Smtes, 


*) 


eS 


calculated to secure to doth a longer continuance of 


the blessings of pexce ? 

So far was’ that specific proposition respecting the 
indian boundaries from being insisted upsn im the 
note, or in the conference which preceded 11, as onc 
to be admitted without discussion, that it would 


neutral: 


sition on the part of the American government, for 
a discussion of some of the propositions advanced in 
the first note, which the undersigned had the honor 
‘of receiving from them, they will ascribe it to the 
nature of the propositions themselves, to their appa- 
rent incompatibility with the assurances in lord 
Casilereagh’s ietter to the ‘American secretary of 
stzie, proposing this negociation, and with the se- 
‘lenin assurances ef the BriUsh plenipotentiariés 
| Uieunseives, te the undersignea, at their first con- 
‘ferences with them. 








have been difficul:'to use terms of greater luititude,, The undersigned, in reference to an observation of 
or which appéared more adapted, not only noi to! the British. plenipotentiaries, must be ‘allowed to 
preciude but to invite discussion. say, that the objects which the government of the 
If the basis proposed could convey away one! United States had in view, have not been withheld. 
third of the territory of the United States, the} The subjects considered as suitable for discussion 
“American goverpmen( itself must have conveyed it/ were fsirly brought forward, in the conference of 
away by the Greenville ireaty of 1795. the 9th ult. and the terms on which the U. States 
It is impossible to read that treaiy without re-} were willing to conclude the peace, were frank!y atid 
marking bow incohsistei the present pretensions! expressly declared in the note of the undersigned, 
-of the American government are, With its preamble! dated the 24th ultimo. It’ had been confidently 
‘and provisions. The boundary line bewween the hinds | hoped that the nature of those terms, so evidently 
of the United States and those of the indian nations, | framed in a° spirit of conciliation, would have in- 
‘is therein éxpressly defmed. The genersi character | duced Great Britain to adopt them as the basis of 
~of the treaty, is that of a treaty with independent) a treaty; and it is with deep regret that the under- 
Nations ; and the very stipulation which the Ameri-| signed, if they have rightly understood the meanifig 
can plenipoteatisries refer to, that'the indian nations | of the last note of the British plenipotentiaries, per- 
should sell their lands only to the United States, ceive that they still insist on the exclusive military 
tends to prove that, but for that stipulation, the in-| possession of the lakes, and ona permanent boun- 
‘dians had a general right to dispose of them. {dary and independent territory for the Indians re- 
‘The Ameasican government has now ‘for the first| siding within the dominions of the United States. 
‘time, in effect, declared that all mdian nations within! ~The first demanct is grounded on the supposition, 
its ine of demarkation ire its subjects, living there | tha. the American government has manifested, by 
upon sufferanee, on lands which it alse claims the ex- i's proceedings tewards Spain, by the acquisition of 
Chisive right of acquiring, thereby menacing the} Louisiana, by the purchases of Indian lands, and by 
final extinction of those nations. han avowed mtcntion of permanently annexing the 
Agaiust such a system the undersigned must for-' Canadas to the Untted Stetes, a spirit of aggrandize- 
‘mally ‘protest. “The undersigned repeat, that the} ment and conquest, which justifies the demand of 
terms on which the proposition has been made for | extraordinary. sacrifices fiom them, to provide for 
assiyning to the indian nations some botindary, mae | the security ofthe British possessions in America. 
‘nifest no unwillingness to discuss any other proposi-| In the observations which the undersigned felt it 
‘tion direcied to the same object, or even a modifica-| their duty to make on the new demands of the Bri- 
tion of that which is offered. Great Briiain is ready ish government, they confinec their animadversions 
to enter into the same engagements with respect to|to the nature of the demands themselves; they did 
the indians living within her ine of demarkation, as | not seek for illustrations of the policy of Great Bri- 
that which is proposed to the United States. Tt can,/ tain in het conduct, in various quarters of the globe, 
therefore, only be from a complete misapprehension | towards other nations, for she was not accountable 
of the proposition, tha: it canbe represented as be-j to the United States. Yet the undersigned will say, 
ing not reciprocal. Neither-can it, with amy truth, | that thet government has ever been ready to ar- 
be represented as contrary to the acknowledged [rang:, in the most amicable manner, with Spain, the 
principles of public law, as derogatory to the honor, | questions respecting the boundaries of Louisiana 
or inconsistent with the rights of the American go-! and Florida, and that ‘of the indemnities acknow- 
vernment, nor asa demand required to be admitted , ledved by Spain due to American citizens. How 
without discussion. l che peaceable acquisition of Louisiana, or the pur- 
Afier this fullexposition of the sentiments of his! chase of lands within the acknowledged territories 
™ esty’s soverument on ihe points above stated, it lof the Uniied States, both made by fair and volun- 
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will be for the american plenipotentianies to deter- 
ining Wiether they are ready now to continue the ne- 
gociations; whether they are disposed to refer to 


tary treaties for satisfactory equivalents, can be as-. 
cribed toa spirit of conquest dangerous to their 
neighbors, the undersigned are altogether at a loss 
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their government for further instructions; or, lastly,! to understand. 
whether they will take upon themselves the respon: | Nor hes the conquest of Canada, and its perma: 
sibility of breaking off the negociation aliogéether. | nent annexation to the United States, been the de- 
The undersigned request the American plenipo-| cl: | object oftheir government. From the com- 
‘entiaries te accept the assurances of their high con- ; mencement of the war to the present time, the A- 
sideration. GAMBIER, imerican government has been always willing to make 
(Signed) HENRY GOULBURN. | pe 1%, Wilieut Obtaining any cession of territory, 
WM. ADAMS, land on the sole condition that the maritime. questi- 
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ons might be satisfactorily arranged. Such was thei position, and which remain unanswered. The obs 
disposition in the month of July, 1812, when they) servations nade by the British plenipotentiaries on 
instructed Mr. Russellto make the proposal of an: the treaty of Greenville, and their assertion that the 
armistice; in the month of October of the same! United States now, for the first time, deny the abe 
year when Mr. Monroe answered ‘admiral Warren’s| solute ndependence of the indian tribes, and claim 
proposals to the same effect; in April, 1813, when} the exclusive right of purchasing their lands, re- 
iAstructions were piven to three of the undersigned | quire, however, some notice. 
then appointed to treat of peace, under the media-| If the United States had now asserted, thot the 
tion of Rissia; and in January, 1814, when the in-/indians within their boundaries, who have acknow- 
structions under which the undersigned are now liedged the United States as their only protectors 
acting, were prepared. were their subjects, living only at sufferanee on their 
‘Phe proposition of the Britis plenipotentiaries is, | lands, far from being the first in making that asser- 
that, in order to secure the frontier of: Canada 2-| tion, they would only have followed the example on 
grainst attack, the United States sould leave their| the principles, uniformly and invariably asserted in 
own without defence: and it seems to be forgotten,!substance, and frequently avowed in express terms 
that if their superior poptlation, and the proximity by the British government itself. What was the 
of their resources give them any advantage in that! Meaning of all the culomal charters granted by the 
quarter, it is balauced by tue great difference be-| British monarchy, from that of Virginia, by Fiza. 
tween the military establishments of the two nati-| beth, to that of Georgia, by the immediate prede- 
ons. No sudden invasion of Canada-by the United | cesser of the present king, if the indians were the 
States could’be made, without leaving on their ai-| Sovereigns and proprietors of the lands bestowed by 
dantic shores, and on the ocean, exposed to the} those charters? What was the meaning of ihat av- 
great superiority of the British force, a mass of A-/ ticle in the treaty of Utrecat, by which the five 
mérican property far more valuable than Canala.|92tions were described, in terms, as subject to the 
In her relative superior furce to that of the U. States |dominion-of Great Sritein? or that of the treaty with 
in every other quarter, Great Britein may find! the Oherokees, Sy which it. Wal deokwpod that ‘thi 
a pledge much more efficacious for the safety of n king of Great Britain granted them. the privilege to 
single vulnerable point, than in stipulations ruinous | lite where they pleased, if those subjects were in- 
to the interests and degrading to the honor of Ame-|dependent sovereigns, and if these tenants, at the 


rica. The best security for the possessions of both | license of the British king, were the rigi.tful lords 


contries will, however, be found in an equal and solid | of the lands where he granted them permission to 
peace; in a mutual respect for the rights of each |!ive? What was the meaning of that proclametion 
other, and in the cultivation of a friendly under- of his present Britannic majesty issued in 1763, de- 
Standing between them. If there be anw source of|Claring all purchases of lands from the indians null 
jealousy in relation to Cunada itself, it will be found and void, unless made by treaties held under the sanc- 
to exist solely in the undue interference of traders | tion of his myjesty’s government, if the indians hed 
and agents, which may be easily removed by proper | the right to sell their lands to whom they plexsed? 
restraints. ; '\What’was the meaning of boundary lines of Ame- 

The enly American forts on the lakes known to | rican territories, in all the treaties of Great Britain 
have been, at the commencement of the aegociation, | With other European powers having American pos- 
held by British force, are Michilimackipre and Nin- | S2ssions, particularly in the treaty of 1763, by which 
gara. Asthe U.S.were, at the same time, in pos- | Sie aequire:! from France the sovereignty and pose 
session of Amherstsburg and the adjacent country, | session of the Canadas; in her treaty of peace with 
it is not perceived that the mere occupation of those | “2 Uniied Siates in 1785; nay, What is the meanmg 
two forts could give any claim to his Britannic !of the north-western boundary line now proposed 
mrjesty to large cessions of territory, founded upon! by the British commissioners themselves, ifitis the 
the right of conquest; and the undersigned may be | rightful possession and sovereignty of independent 
permitted to add, that even if the chances of war| indians, of which these boundaries dispose? Is i 
| indeed, necessary to ask, whether Great Britain ever 

















should yield to the British arms 2 momentary pos- | . a ae : 
Session of other parts of the territories of the U. | fs permitted, or would permit, any foreign nationy 
States such events would not alter their views with |or Without her consent, any of her subjects, to ace 
Fegard to the terms of peace to which they would /quire lands from the indians, in the territories of the 
Sive theirconsent. Without recurring to examples | Hudson bsy company, or in Canada? In formally 
drawn from the revolutionary governments of; pro‘esting agaist this system, it 1s not agamst a 
France, or to a more recent and illustrious triumph ino anges red ; ; 
of fortitude in adversity, they have been taught by | against the most solemn acis of their own sovereigns, 
their own history that the occupation of their prin- | 2gainst the royal proclatmations, Charters, BAG E90 
cipal cities would produce no despondency, nor in-| tics of Great Britain, for wp ot es than two centuries, 
duce their submission to the dismembzrment of iheir | {tom the first settlement of North America he the 
empire, or to the abandonment of any one of the |/prescnt day, that the British plemtipotenticries 
rights which constitute a part of their national inde- protest. , 
pendence. : From the rigor of this system, however, ae prac- 
The general position, that it was consistent with | tised by G. B ritain, and alt otter rey) Pe a 
the principle of public law, and with the practice of | America, the humane and liberal pol.cy of the United 
civilized nations, to include allies in a treaty of|States has voluntarily relaxed. A celebrated ‘writer 
peace, and to provide for their security, never ‘was/on the laws of nations, to whose authority crt 
called in question by the undersigned. But they |juris's have taken particular satisfaction in aE al 
have denied the right of Great Britain, according| ing, after stating, 1D the most se 9 a he 
to those principles and her own practice, to inter-| legitimacy of colonial 2 pigs co ; recta Son 
fere i any manner with indian tribes residing with-| exclusion of all rights of uineivi crt tere soe | 
in the territories of the United States, as acknow-| has taken occasion to praise the apoE oe refi 
ledved by herself, to consider such tribes as her! New Hoagland, and the founder ag heatt fs yet < 
allies, or to treat for them with the United States. | having purchased of the indians np ey 8 ee Ia 
They will not repeat the facts and arguments al-|soived to cultivate notwithstanding their ae Ure 
eéady brought forward by them in support of thisatvaed with a charter from them sovereign. Lt is wis 


vel pretension of the American government, it is. 
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€xampie, which the United States, since they be- With respect to the mere question of peace with 
came, by their independence, the sovereigns of the! the Indians, the undersigned have already explicit- 
territory, have adopied and organized into a politi-jly assured the British plenipotentiaries that so far 
cal system. Under that system, the Indians resid-/as it depended on the United States, it would im- 
ing within the United States are so far independent, mediately and necessarily follow a peace with Great 
uit they live under their own customs, and not un-/ Britain. If this be her sole object, no provision in 
der the laws of the United States ; that their rights | the treaty to that eflect is necessary. Provided the 
upon the lands where they inhabit, or hunt, are se-! Indians will now consent to it, peace will immediate- 
cured to them by boundaries defined in amicable | ly be made with them, and they will be reinstated 
treaties between the United States and themselves ; | in the same situation in which they stood before the 
suid that whenever those boundaries were varied, it;Commencement of hostilities. Should a continu- 
is also by amicable and voluntary treaties, by which | ance of the war compel the United States to alter 
they receive froma the United States ample compen-| their policy towards the Indians, who may still take 
sxtion for every right they have to the lands ceded the part of Great Britain, they alone must be res- 
by tem. They are so far dependent as not to have | ponsible for the consequences of her own act in hav- 
the right to dispose of their lands to private psr-| ing induced them to withdraw themselves from the 
sons, nor. lo any power oiber than the United States, / protection of the United States. The employment of 
and to be under their protection alone, and not un- savages, whose known rule of warfare is the indis- 
der that of any other power. Whether called sub-|criminate torture and butchery of women, children, 
jects or by whatever name designated, such is the | and prisoners, is itself a departure from the princi- 
retation between them and the United States.—) ples of humanity observed, between all civilized and 
Nhat relation is neither asseried now for the first) Christian nations, even in war. 
time, nor did it originate with the treaty of Green-| The United States have constantly protested, and 
ville. These prinejples have been uniformly recog: | Still protest against it as an unjustifiable aggrava- 
sized by the Indians themselves, not only by that} tion of the calamities and horrors of war.—Of the 
treaty, but in ali the other previous as well as sub- peculiar atrocities of Indian warfare, the allies of 
sequent treaties, between them and the United Grgat Britain in whose behalf she now demands sa- 
Brates. | crihces of the United States, have during the pre- 
The treaty of Greenville neither took from the{ sent war, shewn many deplorableexumples. Among 
Vasiians the right, which they had not, of selling lands | them, the massacre in cold blood, ef wounded pri- 
within the jurisdiction of the United States to fo- | soners, and the refusal of the rights of burial to the 
reign governments or subjects, nor ceded to them the dead, under the eyes of Britisi officers who could 
right ot exercising exclusive jurisdiction within the | Oly plead their inability to control these savage aux- 
boundary tine assigned. It was merely declargtory | iliaries, have been repeated, and arenotorious to the 
of the public law in relation to tne parties, founded} World. Th? United States might at ali times have 
on principles previously and universally recognized.;¢mMployed the same kind of force against Great 
jt left to the United States the rights of exercising | Britain, to a greater extent than it was in her power 
sovereignty and of acquiring sou, and bears no analo- | to employ it against them ; but from their reluciance 
gy to the proposition of Great Britain which re-| to Tesort to m2ans so abliorrent 10 the natural teel- 
quires tae abandonment of both. ings of humanity, they abstained from the use of 
The British plenipotentiaries state in their list} them until compelled to the alternative of employ- 
note, that Great Britain is ready to enter into the |‘#g themselves Indians, whe otherwise would have 
game engagement with respect to tte Indians living | Deen drawn into the ranks of their enemies—The 
within her tine of demmrkation, as that which is pro-| Undersigned suggesting to the British plenipotentia- 
posed to the United States.—ae undersigned will|'ics the propriety of an article by which G. Britain 
not dwellon the immense inequality of value be-{2!d the United States should reciprocally stipulate 
tween Lhe two territories, Which under such an ar-|"¢ver hereafter, if they should be again at war, to 
rangement, would be assigned, by each nation res- | @Mpioy Savages in it, believe that it would be infi- 
pectively to the Indians, and which alone would |ite:y more honorable to the humanity and christian 
make the reciprocity merely nominal. The condi-|'©Mper of both parties, more advantageous to the 
tion which would be thus imposed on G. Britain not |! dians themselves, and better adapted to secure 
ao scqguire lands in Canada from the Indians, would | tueir permanent peace, tranquillity, and progressive 
be productive of no advantage to the United States, |CiVilization, than the boundary proposed by the 
pnd is, taerefore, no exyuivalent for the sacrifice re-| British pienipotentiaries, 
quired of them. They dono consider that it be-| With regard to the cession of a part of the Dis- 
Jongs ta the United States in any respect to inter-| trict of Maine, as to which the British plenipoten- 
fere with the concerus of Great Britain in her|tlaries are unable to reconcile the objections made 
America possessions, or with her policy towards | Dy the undersigned with their previous declaration, 
the Indians residing there : and they cannot consent | tlicy have the honor to observe, that at the confer- 
10 ANY interference, on the part of Creat Britain, | CUCe of the Sth ult. the British picnipotentiaries 
with their own concerns, and particularly with the | St«ted as one of the subjects suitable for discussion, 
Indians living within their territories. It may be | # revision of the boundary line between the British 
the interest of G. Britain to limit her settlements in |80d American territories, with a view to prevent 
Canada to their present extent, and to leaye the |tcertainty and dispute: and that it was on the 
country to the West a perpetus! wilderness, to be | point thus stated, that the undersigned declared that 
forever inhabited by scattered tribes of hunters: ty were provided with instructions from their go- 
but it would mflict a vital injury on the U. States to | vermment; a declaratian which did not imply that 
bave aline run through her lerritory, beyond which they were instructed to make any cession of terri- 
her settiements should fore 1 f tory in any quarter, or agree to a revision of the 
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ve natural growth oflher line, or to any exchange ot territory, where no un- 
placing the Iadijans’ sub- | certainty or dispute existed. 
gtantially, by virtue of the proposed muarantee, un-| “the undersigned perceive no uncertainty or mat- 
dar ihe protection af Great Britain; dooming them :tcr ot doubt in the treaty ef 1783, with respect to 
i» perpetual barbarism, and leaving an extensive ltha Dart of the boundary of the District of Maine 
froniier farever expogad fo theiy savage incursiodss I which would be aflected by the proposal of Gress 
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Britain on that subject, They never have under-( the known conditions on which it had been ceded-by 
Spain to that country, or the hestile seizure of a 


stood that the British plenipotentiaries who signed 


that treaty, had coutemplated -a boundary different} great part of the Floridas, under a pretence of a dis 
from that fixed by the treaty; and which requires|pute respecting the boundary. 


nothing more, in order to be definitely ascertained, 
than to be surveyed in conformity with its provisions. 
This subject not having been a matter of uncertain- 
ty or dispute, the undersigned are not instructed 
upon it; and they can have no authority to cede any 
part of the state of. Massachusetts, even for what 
the British government might consider a fair equi- 
L 


The reason given by the American plenipotentia 
ries.for this declaration, equally applies to the ss 
signument of a boundary to the United States on any 
side, with whatever view proposed ; and the unlimit- 
ed nature of the pretension would alone have justi- 


lies against its application to Canada than any which 


fied Great Britain in seeking move effectual securi- ~ 


valent. the undersigned have bad the honor to propose. 

fa regard to the boundary of the northwestern} Had the American plenipotentiaries been instruct- 
frontier, $0 soon as the proposition of Indian boun-|ed.on the subject of Canada, they wouid not have as- 
dary is disposed ot, the undersigned have no objec-|serted that its permanent annexation had not been 
Lion, with the explanation given by the British ple-/the declared object of their government. It has 
nipotentiaries, in their last note, to discuss the sub-| been distinetly avowed to be such at different times, 
ject. {particularly by two American generais on their re- 
_ The undersigned, in their former note, stated with |spective invasions of Canada. If the declaration first 
frenkness, and will now repeat, that the two propo-|mzde had been disapproved, it woul] not havc been 
sitions, Ist, of assigning in the proposed treaty of repeated. The dectirations here referred to ure to 





peace a definite boundary to the Indians living | be found in the prociamation of general Hull, in Ju- 


within the limits of the United Siates, beyond which; ly 1812, and of general Smyth, in November, 1812, 
boundary they should stipulate not to acquire, by | copies of which are hereunto annexed. 
purchase or otherwise, any territory; @dly, of se-! it must be also from the want of instructions that 
curing the exclusive military possession of the lakes; the American plenipotentiaries have been led to as- 
to Great Britain, are both inadmissabic; end titat' sert that Great Britain has induced the indians to 
they cannot subscribe to, and would deem it useless! withdraw from the peotection of the United States, 
to refer to their government, any arrangement, even The government Of the United Sta‘es cannot have 
provisional, containing either of these propositions. | forgotten that Great Britain, so far from inducing’ 
W ith, this understanding, the undersigned are now! the Indians to withdraw themselves from the pro- 
‘ea@y tO Contunue the negociation ; and as they havettection of the United Siates, gave the earliest in- 
already expressed, to discuss all the points of dif. | formation of the intention of those nations to invade 
ference, or which might hereafter tend in any de-'the United States, and exerted herself, though 
gies to interrupt the harmony of the two countries. | without success, to prevent aed appease their hos- 
The undersigned request the British plenipoten:/ tility. The Indian netions, however, having experi- 
liames to accept the assurance of their high consi-! enced, as they thought, oppression, instead of pro- 


deration. liection from the United States, declared war against 
(Sined) J. Q. ADAMS. I th. m previously to the declaration of war by that 
J. A. BAYARD. country against Great Britain. Te treaty by which 

if. CLAY. ‘ithe Indians placed themselves under the protection 

JONA. RUSSELL. lof the United States, is now abrogated, and the 

A. GALLATIN. | American goyerninent cannot be entitled to claim, as 

No. ¥. la might, the renewal of an article in a treaty, which 

The British to the American commissioners. ihas no longer any existence. The Indian nations 


GHENT, Sept. 19ih, 1SiA. lure therefore no longer to be considered as tncder 


The undersigned have the. hanor to acknowledge | the protection of the United States, (whatever may 
the receipt of the note addressed to them by the! be the import of that term) and it can only be on 
American plenipotentiaries on the 9tb inst. ~ che ground that they are regarded as subjects, that 

Oniie greater part of that note, the undersigned | tae American plenipotentiaries can be aucborized to 
have no intention to make comments, having pro-/deny the right of Great Britain to interfere on their 
posed to themselves throughout the nepociation io} behalf in the negociations for peace. To any such 
avoid all unnecessary discussions, more especially claim, it is repeated, that the treaties concluded 
when tending to create irritation. “| with them, and particularly that of Greenville, are 

Ou the question of the north-western frontiers, | in direct opposition. ; 
they are happy to find that no material ditkculty is} It is not necessary to recur to the manner in which 
likely to arise. * | the territery of the United States was at first setUed, 

Vith respect to the boundary of the district of in order te decide, whether the Indian nations, the 
Meine, the undersigned observe with regret, thatjorigmal inhabitants of Arserica, shall have some 
although the American plenmpotentiaries have ac: spot assigned to them, where they may be permit. 
knowledged themselves to be instructed to discuss| ted to live in tranquility; nor whether their tran- 
a revision of the boundary line, with a view to pre-|quility can be secured without preventing an unin- 
Vert uncertainty and dispute, yet, by assuming an/terrupied system of encroachment upon them un- 
exclusive right at once to decide wisat is or is not a| der the pretence of purchase. ; 
suoject of uncertainty and dispute, they have ren-| If the American plenipotentiaries are authorized 
dered their powers hugatory or inadmissibly partial | neremptoriuly to deny the right of the British roe 
in their operation. ‘vyernment to interfere with the pacification of the 
Afier the declaration made by the American, {Indian rations, and for that reason refuse all nego- 
plenipotentiaries, that the United States will admit ciations on the subject, the undesigned are at a loss 
of no line of boundary between their territory andito understand, upom what princ.ple it was, that at 
that of the indian nations, because the natural growth | tue conference of the 9th ultimo, ie American ple- 
and population of the United States would be there-! aipotentiaries invited discussion on the subject, and 
by arrested, it becomes unnecessary further to insist! aided, that it Was not possible tor them Lo decide 
on tne proof of a spirit of aggrandizement afforded | without discussion, whether an article could be 

mutually satisfactory, and 
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te which they should think themseivés, under their 
discretionary powers, warranted itv xc¢eding. 

The undersigned must further observe, tha: if the 
American government has not farinshed their ple- 
nipetentiaries with any instructions since Januery 
last, when the general pacification of Furope coukt 
Mot have been immediately im contémplation, this 
subsequent silence, afler an event so calctlated 
(even in the view which the American pTenpoten. 
tiaries have taken of it, in their note of the 24:h uit.) 
to influence the neégo¢:ation, is, to say the least, 
no proof of a sincere desiré to bring it to a favor- 
Tie British government has en- 
tered into the negociation With an anxious wish to 
effect an amicable arrangement. After convulsions 
unexampled in their nature, cxient, and duration, 


the civilized world has need of repose. ‘To obtain, 


this in Europe, Great Britsin has made considera. 
ble sacrifices. Lo complete the Work of génerat 
pacification, it is her earnest with to establish a 
peace with the United States, and in her endeavors 
to accomplish this object, to manifest the same 
Pp! :aciples of modegation and forbearance ; but it is 
utteriy inconsisient with her practice and her prin- 
ciples cver to abandon in her hegociations for peace 
those who have co-operaied with her in war. 

Tie undersigned, thercfure, repeat that the Bri- 
tish government is willing to sign a treaiy of peace 
with the United States on térms honorabts to both 


lunity ofrenewing to the Ameriéad’ plénipetenti® 
ries, the assuraneé ef tseir high consicération. 
(Signéuy GAMBIER, 
HENRY GOULBURNYy 
. WILLIAM ADAMS. 
The ministers plenipotentiary 
and éviraordinary of the Unitéd States, &c. 
No. VI 
THE AMERICAN TO THR BRITISH COMMISSIONERS. 
Ghent, Sept 26; 4814. 

Inreplying to the note which thé undersigned: 
have had the honor of receiving from his Britannic 
majesty’s plenipdtentiariés, dated On the 19th inst. 
they are happy to concur with them m the sentiment 
of avoiding unnecessary Ciscussions, espéciilly such 
‘as may have a tendeney to create irritation. They 
iad hoped that, in the same spirit, the British plent- 
rpotentiaries would not have thought allusions again 
netessary to transacuons foreign to this negociation, 
relating to the United States, end other independent 
tations, «nd noc suitabie for discussion between the 
/United States and Great Britany. ‘Phe observation 
imade with respsct to Lottisiana is the more extraor- 
idinary, as the cession of that province to the United 
States was, ut the time commitnicated to the Bri- 
ltish povernment, who expressed their entire satis- 
‘faction with it, and has subsequently received the 
|solemn sanction of Spain herself. The undersigned 
iwill further say, that whenever the transactions of 








parties. It has not offered any terms which the U.} the United States, in relation to the boundaries of 
States can justiy represent as derogatory to their) Louisiana ail Plorida, shall be a proper subject of 
honor, nor can ii be indttced to accede to anv whiel), discussion, they will be found not only susceptible of 
are injurious to ifs own. Ti is on this rround that|complete justification, but will demonstrate the 
the undersigned are authorized distinctiv to de-;mederation and forbearance of the Americen go- 
clare, (hat they are instructed not to Sifn 2 treaty of Vernmant, and thei undeviating respect for the 
peace with the plenipotentiaries of the U, States, rights oF their neigiibers. 

unless the Indian nations are included in it, and res-| The undersigned ere far from assuming the cx- 
tored to all the rights, privileges and territories|Clusive right te decide, what is, oris not, x subject 
which they enjoyed m the year 1811, previous to the! of uncertainty and dispute, with regard to the boun- 
commencement of the war, by virue of the treaty} dary of the distviet of Maine. Bat until the British 


- 
- 


et Grenville, and tne treaties subsequently conclid-}Plcnipo entiaries shall have shown in what respect 
ed b-tween them aud the United States, From this! the p2zri of that boundary which would be ofected 
point the British plenipotentiaries cannot depart. (by their proposal, is such a subject, the undcrsign- 
Tuey ave further instrucied to offer for discussion! ed may be permitied to assert that it is not. 
an sriiciz by) which thé contracting parties shall; The treaty of 1783-described the boundary as “a 
reciprocally bind themscives, according to bounda- linc to be drawn along the middie of the river St. 
ries tu be agreed upon, noi to purchase the lands /C°aix, from its mouth in the bay of Fundy, to its 
occupied by the Indixns within thee resheclive | s0urCe, and from its source directly north te the 
lines of demarcation. By making Unis éngsrement higalnds which divide the rivers that fall into the 
subject to revision at the expiration of a given pe-) Atlantic ocean from those which fell into the river 
riow, it is lioped that the objection to the establish-|5'. Lawrence, «nd thence along the said highlands 


meat of a boundary beyond which the settlement of 

th. U States should be forever excluded, may be 

effectually obviated, ’ 
The undersigned have never stated that the ex- 


clusive military possess:on on the lakes, however! 


conducive they are satisfied it would be to « good 
understanding between ihe twa countries, without 
endangering the seciitty of the United States, was 
to be considere tas a sine qua nom iv the nesoca- 
ticn. Whenever the question relative to the paci 
fication of the Indian nations (which, subject to the 
explanations alteady given, is a sine qna fion,) shall 


to the northwestermost head of Connecticut river.” 

Douvts having arisen as to the St. Croix Jesigna- 
ted in the treaty of 1783, a provision was made by 
thatof 1794 for ascemaiuing it; and it may pe fair- 
ly inferred, from the limnitation of the erticle to 
that sole object, that even in the judgment of Great 
Britain, no other subject of controversy existed in 
relation ta the extension of the boundary Une from 
the source of thit river. That river and its source 
having keen accordingly ascertained, the tinders:gn- 
ed are prepared to propose the appointment of com- 
missioners by the two governments, tocxtend the 








be adjusted, the undersigned wil! be autharized to/line to the highlands, conformiably to the treaty of 
make a final proposition on the subject of Cansdian 11783. The »roposal, however, of the British pleni+ 
boundaries, so entirely founded on principles of mo- |potentiaries was not to ascertain, but to vary’ those 
sicration and justice, that they feel confident it can. {lines in such manner as to secure a direct commtuni- 
not be rejected. This proposition will be distinct-|cation between Quebeo and Halifax; an alters‘ion 
Jy sta‘ed by the undersigned, upoh receiving an as-| Which could not be effected without a.cession b3 the 
eurance from the American plenipotentiaries that | United States to Great Britain of all that portion of 
they consider themselves authorized to conclude a/tie state of Massachusetts intervening between the 


provisional article on the subject, and upon their} province of New Brunswick and Quebec, although 
' 


previously consenting to include the Indian nations | tnquestiansbl y meluded within the boundary fines 


gu .the treaty, in the manner abov> described. 
The undersigned avail themstives of this oppors! 


fixed by that treaty, Whether it was contemplated 
oi the part of Great Britain to obtain the cession, 
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with or without an equivalent.io fronuer or other: 
wise, the,undersigned, im staring that they were not 
ins'ructed or authorised ‘0 treat on the subject of 
cession, have not declined to discuss any matter of 
uncertainty of dispute which the British pienipoten- 
tiaries may port out to exist, respecting the boun- 
daries m that or in any other qu.rter, and are, there- 
fore, not iable to the imputation of having rendered 
their powers on the subject nugatory or madmissi- 
bly partial in their operation. 

The British plenipotentiaries consider the uader- 
signed as having declared, “that the United States 
wii} admit of no line of boundary between their ter- 
ritory and that of the Iidian nations because the 
Natural growth and population of the United States 
would be thereby arrresied.” ‘he undersigned, on 
the contrary, expressly staied in thei last note 
that iue lands wihabited by the Indians were secur- 
ed to them by boundaries, defined in emicable trea- 
ties bei ween ibem and tne United Srates:” but they 
did refuse (oO assigti, in a treaty of peace with Great 
Britain, a vefiniuve ant permanent boundary to the 
Inaiats, Living wWituin the limits of the United States. 
On this suvject, the undersigned have no hesitation 
bn avowing, iat the United Sites, while intending 
never to acquure lands trom the Indians o‘herwise 
titan peaceably, and with their free consent, are 
fully decermined ia thai manner, progressively, and 
iin proportion as their yrowing population may re- 
quire, torechim from the stsie of nsture and to 


rene, herewith enclosed, exciting a portion of thé’ 
population of the U. States, under the promise of 
military employment or of free settlement in thé 
West Indies, to treachery and rebellion. The uw 
dersigned very sincerely regret to be obliged te sayy 
that an irresistable mass of evidence consisting: prin 
cipaliy of the correspondence of British officers and 
agents, part only of which has already beev publish- 
ed in America, establishes beyond all rational doubt, 
the fact, that a constant system of excitement to 
ihose hostilities was pursued by the British traders 
aud agents, Who had access to the Indians, not only 
without being discountenanced, but. with frequent 
encouragement by the British authorities; and that 
if they ever dissuaded the Indians from commencing 
hostilities, it was only by urging them, as in pru- 
dence, to surpend their attacks until G. Britam 
could recognize them as her allies in the war. 
When, in the conference of the 9th ult. the under- 
signed invited discussion upon the proposal of In- 
dian pacifigstion and boundary, as well as upon alt 
the sudjects presented by the British plenipotentia-_ 
ries for discussion, they expressly stated their mo- 
‘tives to be, Ist. to ascertain by- discussion whether 
an article on the subject could be formed to which 
they could subscribe, and which would be satisfac- 
tory to the British plenipotentiaries; and 2diy, that 
if no such article could be formed, the Americen go- 
vernament might be informed of the views of Great 
Britain upon that point, and the British government 




















briag into cultivation every portion of the terr.tory|of the objections on the partof the United States, 
contained within their acknowledged boundaries, | to any such arrangement.—The undersigned have, 
Yn thus providing for the support of miilions of ci-!in fact, already proposed no less than three articles 
vilized beings, they will not violate any dictate of|/on the subject, all of which they view es better: 
justice or humanity, for they will not only give to) calculated to secure peace and tranquility to the In- 
the few thousand savages, scattered over that terri-| dlians, than any one of the proposals for that pure. 
tory, an «mpi- equiv-lent for say right they may pose, made by the British plenipotentiaries. 
surrender, bu: wiil siways leave them the possessioi} The undersigned had repeated their assurances té 
of lands more than they can cultivate, and more) ‘he British plempotentiaries, that peace, so far as it 
than .dequaie to their subsistence, comfort and en-{ depended on the United States, would immediately 
joyment by cultivation. | follow a peace with Great Britain, and added, that 
lf this be a spirit of aggrandizement, the under: | the Indians would thereby be reinstated ia the same 
signed are prepared to admit, m ‘hat sense, its ex-; situation in which they stood before the commence- 
istence; but they must deny Unat it affords the siight-; ment of hostiliues. The British plenipotentiaries 
est proof of an intention not to respect the bounda-! insist, in their last note, that tlie Indian nations shalt 
ries between them and European nations, or of a de-|be incluced in the treaty of peace between Great 
sire to eacroach upon the territories of G. Britain.) Britain and the United States, and be restored to alk 
If, in the progress of their increasing population, the, the rights, privileges, and territories which they 
American people must grow in strength proportion-|enjoyed in the year 1811, previous to their com- 
ed to their numbers, the undersigned wiil hope that|mencement of the war, by virtue of the treaty of 
Great Britain, far from repining at the prospect, will; Greenville, and the treaties subsequently conclud- 
contemplate it with satisfaction. They will not/ed between them and the United States. Setting 
suppose that that government will vow, us the basis | aside the subject of boundary, which is presented as 
of their policy towards the United States, the system | for discussion only, there is no apparent diference 
of arresting their natural growth within their own with respect to the object in view; the pacification 
terr.tories, for the sake of preserving a perpetual | and tranguiliiy of the Indians, and plicing them in 
desert for savages. If G. Britain has made sacrifices | ‘he same situation in which they stood before the 
to give repose to the civilized world in Europe, no} war, all which wili be equally obtaines, in the man- 
sacrifice is required from her by the United States ner proposed by the unde rsignec, and the only point 
to complete the work of general pscification. This of real difference: is, the iit ish nlenipotentiaries in- 
negociation at least evinces, on their part, no dispo-| sist that it should be Gone by including the Indians, 
sition to claim any other right, than that of pre as allies of Great Britain, in the treaty of peace 
serving their independence entire, and of govern-|between her and tre U. States. 
ing their own territories without foreign interfer-|) The U. States cannot consent that Indians resid- 
ence. ing with:a their boundaries, as acknowledged by G. 
Of the two prock:mations, purported copics of Britain, shall be incluced ia the treaty of peace, in 
which the British plewipotentiaries have thought avy manner which will recognize them as indepen- 


W } 





proper to enclose with their last note, the undersign- 
ed might content themselves with remarking, that 

cither of them is the act of the American govern. 
ment. They are enabled however to add, with per- 
fect confidence, that neither of them wa» authorizea 
or approved by the goverament. The undersigned 
ate vot disposed to cousiier as the act of the Bri 


Aish government, the proglamatien of admiral Coch- 


dent nations, Whom Great Britain, having obtained 
this recognition, would hereafter, have the right to 
consider imevery respect, as such. Thus to recog- 
nize these Indians as independent and sovereign na- 
tions, would take froin the Unitec States, and trans. 
fer to those Indians, ali the rights of soil and sove- 
reigoly over tue territory which they imhsbil; and 
'this beng accomplished thrgugh the agency of G. 
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Britain, would place them effectually and exclusive- 
ly under her protection, instead of being, as here- 
tofore, under that of the United States. It is not 


,same reason be admitted by the undersigned, they 
;may nevertheless observe, that the British plenipo- 
tentiaries having produced no such powers, having 


perceived in what respect such a provision would: no authority to bind the Indians, to engage for their 


differ from an absolute cession by the U. States of 
the extensive territory in question. 
The British plenipotentiaries have repeated the 


assent to the pacification, or to secure the continu- 
ance of peace on tueir part whilst speaking of them 
as allies, do really propose to treat for them not as 





assertion, that the treaty by which the Indians plac-! if they were independent nations, but as if they were 


ed themselves under the protection of the U. States, | 


the subjects of G. Britain 


was abrogated by the war; and thence infer, that) The undersigned so far from asking that, in rela- 
they are no longer to be considered as under the pro-| tion to the Indians, Great Britain should pursue a 
tection of the United States, whatever may be the! course inconsistent with her former practice and 


import of the term; and that the right of G. Bri- 


jrinciples, only desire that she would follow her own 


tain to interfere in their behaif in the negociation of! example respecting them, in her former treaties with 


« 


peace, can only be denied on the ground that ther 
are regarded as subjects. In point of fact, several 
of the tribes, parties to the treaty of Greenville, have 
constantly been, and still are, at peace with the U. 
States. Whether that treaty be or be not abrogated, 
is a question not necessary to ‘be now discussed. 
The right of the United States to the protection of 
the indians within their boundaries, was not acquir- 
ed by that treaty; it was a necessary consequence 
of the sovereignty and independence of the United 
States. Previous to that time the Indians living 
Within the same territory, were under the protec- 
ton of his Britennic majesty, as its sovereign. The 


‘other European nations, and with the United States. 
‘No provision for the Indians is found in the treaty 
of 1763, by which France ceded Canada to Great 
Britain, although almost all the Indians living with- 
|in the territory ceded, or acknowledged to belong to 
| Great Britain, had taken part with France in the war. 
No such provision was inserted in the treaty of 
peace of 1785, between G. Britain and the U. States, 
although almost all the Indian tribes living within 
the territory recognized by the trexty to belong to 
the United States, had during the war, co-operated 
with Great Britain, and might have been considered 
as her allies more jusily than on the present occa- 





undersigned may refer the British pleniposentiaries|sion So fir as concerns the relations betwecn G. 
to all the acts of theirown government, relative to| Britsin and the United States, these Indians can be 
the subject, for proof, that ithas always considered | treated for only on the principles b¥ which amnes- 
this right of protection as one of the rights of sove-‘ties are stipulated in favor of disaffected persons, 
reignty, which it needed no Indian treaty to confer, | who, in times of war and invasioa, co-operate with 
and which the abrogation of no Indian treaty could! the enemy of the natien to which thev belong. To 
divest. They will particluarly bring to their recol-| go as far as possible in securing the benefit of the 
Jeciion, that when a similar proposition of con-| peace to the Indians, now the only object professed 
sidering Indian tribes as independent nations, | by the British government in their present sine qua 
to serve as a barrier between the French and En-!non, the undersigned offer a stipulation in general 
glish territories, was made by France to England, it} terms, that no person or persons, whether subjects, 
Was immediately rejected, by a minister to whom | citizens, or Indians, residing within the dominions 
the British nation is accustomed to look back with! of either party, shall be molested or annoyed, either 
veneration, and rejected on the express ground, that) in persons or their property, for any part they may 
the king would not renounce bis right to protection | have taken in the war between the United States and 
ever the Indians within his dsminions. But whatever! Great Britain; but shall retain all the rights, privie 
the relation of the Indians to thc United States may legzes and possessions, which they respectively had 
be, an whether under their protection or not, Great! at the commencement of the war; they, on their part, 
Britain having by the treaty of 1785, recognized the} demeaning themselves peaceably, and conformably 
sovereignty of the U. States, and agreed to certain to their duties to the respective sovernments-— 
limits as their boundaries, has no right to consider! This the undersigned have no doubt will efiectually 
any persons or communities, whether Indians or! seenre to the Indians peace, if they themselves will 
others, residing within those boundaries, 2s nations! observe it, and they will not suppose that G. Britain 
indevwendent of the U. States. \would wish them included in the peace but upon 
The U. States claim, of right, with respect to all! that conc ition. 
Furopean nations, and partigularly with respect to! The undersigned have never intimated that their 
G. Britain, the entire sovereignty over the whole!grovernment had not furnished them with any in- 
territory, and all the persons embraced within the! struetions since January last. On the contrary, they 
boundaries of their dominions. G. Britain has no/ distinctly told the British plenipotentiaries in con- 
right to take cognizance of the relations subsisting ference, though it appears to have escaped thicir re- 
between the several communities or persons living | collection, that instructions had been received by the 
therein. ‘They form as to her, onby parts of the do-| undersigned, dated at the close of the month of 
minions of the United States, and it is altogether im-|June. The undersigned will now add, that those im- 
material, whether, or how far, under their political) structions were drawn with a full knowledge ot the 
institutions and policy, these communities or per-| general pacification in Europe, and with so liberal a 
sons are independent states, allies, or subjects.|consideration of its necessary bearing upon all the 
With respect to her and all other foreign nations, | diiferences that had been until then subsisting be- 
they are parts ofa whole, of which the U. States are; tween Great Britain and the United States, that the 
the sole and absolute sovereigns. iuadersigned cannot doubt that peace would long 
The allegation of the British ee ee tere have _ rane eS had not an Pe Mot 
that it is inconsistent with the practice or princi-| bar against it been raised by the new and unprece- 
ples ef G. Britain to «bandon in las weecesAtienta for} dented demands of the British rovernment. 
peace, those who have co-operated with ber im war, | With respect to the proposition which the British 
is not applicable to the Indians, but on the errone- | plenipotentiaries iaform them they will be prepared 
ous assumption of their independence, which, so far |to make, in relation to the Canadian boundaries, 
as she is concerned, has been fully disproved. And jwhich appears to them so entirely founded on prin- 
although no power from these tribes te the British [cipies ot moderation and justice, but the nature of 
governinent to treatin their behalf, werld, fur the which, they thirk proper at present to withhold, the 
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undersigned can only pledge themselves to oem et Enrope to but one sentiment as to the character of 
any proposition from the British plenipotentiaries, the transaction. — 
characterized by moderation and justice, not only After the previous communication which the un- 
with a perfect reciprocity of those sentiments, but dersigned have had the honor of receiving from th 
with a sincere and earnest desire to contribute to} American pleni potentiaries, they could not but feel 
the restoration of peace, by every compliance with much surprized at the information contained in their 
the wishes of G. Britain, compatible with,their duty | last note of their having received instructions dated 
to their country. . subsequently to January, 1814. The undersigned 
The undersigned have the honor of tendering to; have no recollection whatever of the American ple- 
the British plenipotentiaries, the renewed assurance | Mpotentiaries having communicated to them, either 





of their high consideration. collectively, or individually at a conference or,other- 
(Signed) JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, | W!se, the receipt of instructions from the govern. 

J. A. BAYARD, mentof the United States dated at the close of the 

HENRY CLAY, month of June, and they must remind the American 

JONA. RUSSELL, plenipotentiaries that their note of the 9th ult. dis- 


ALBERT GALLATIN. tinetly stated that the instructions of January, 1814, 
were those under which they were acting. If there- 

No. VII. fore, the American plenipotentiaries received in- 

THE BRITISH TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS. -|Structions drawn up at the close of the month of 
Ghent, October, 8, 1814. | June, with a liberal consideration of the late events: 

The undersigned have the honor to acknowledge | in Europe, the undersigned have a right to complain 
the receipt of the note of the plenipotentiaries of| that while the American government justly consi- 
the United States, dated on the 29th ult. dered those events as having a necessary bearing on 
As the continuance of the negociation exclusively | the existing differences between the two countries, 
depends upen the question relating to the pacifica- the Amexican plentpotentiaries should nevertheless 
tion and rights of the Indian nations the undersigned | have preferred acting under instructions which, 
are unwilling to extend their observations to the| from Uieir date, must have been without the contem- 
other subjects brought forward in the note of the} plation of such events. 

American plenipotentiaries, further than may be re-|_ The British government never required that all 
quired for necessary explanation. @iat porlion of the state of Massachusetts inter- 
In adverting for this purpose to the acquisition of | vening between the province of New Brunswick and 
Louisiana, the undersigned must observe, that the| Quebee, should be ceded to Great Britain, but only 
instrument by which the consent of his Catholic ma-} that small portion of unsettled country which inter- 
jesty is alledged to have been given to tie cession | rupts the communication between Halifax and Que- 


of it, has never been made public. HisfCatholic ma-| bec, there being much doubt whether it does not al- 
jesty was no party to the treaty by which the cessa- | rerdy belong to Great Britain. 
tion was made, and if any sanction has been subse-} The undersigned are at a loss to understand how 
quently obtained from him, it must have been, like | vice admiral Cochrane’s proclamation illustrates 
other cotemporaneous acts of that monarch, invo-| any topic connected with the present negociation, or 
luntary, and as such cannot alter the character of} bears upon the conclusion which they contended 
the transaction. The marquis of Yrujo, the minis-| Was to be drawn from the two proclamations of the 
ter of his Catholic majesty at Weshington, in a let- A merican generals. These proclamations distinct- 
ter addressed to the president of the United States,|!y avewing the intention of the American govern- 
formally protested against the cession, and the right | ment permanently to annex the Canadas to the 
of France tomake it. Yet, in the face of this pre- | Unitea States, were adduced not as a matter of 
testation, so strongly evincing the decided opinion complaint, but simply for the purpose of proving 
of Spain as to the illegality of the proceeding, the ; What had been denied as a fact, viz. that such had 
president of the United States ratified the treaty. | been the declared intention of the American govern- 
Can it be contended thatthe annexation of Louisia-| Ment. : 
ni, under such circumstances, did not mark a spirit) | The undersigned observe that although the Ame- 
of territorial aggrandizement? | rican plenipotentiaries have taken upon themselves 
His Britannic majesty did certainly express satis-| generally to deny that the prociamations were au- 
faction when the American government communi-' thorized or approved by their government, without 
cated the event, that Louisiana, a valuable colony | stating in what mode that disapprobation was ex- 
in the possession of France, with whom the war had | pressed, yet they avoid stating that the part of those 
just been renewed, instead of remaining in the hands. proclamations containing the declaration in ques- 
of his enemy, had been ceded to the United States, ; tion, had not been so authorized or approved, It js 
at that time professing the most friendly disposition | indeed impossible to imagine, that if the American 
fowards Great Britain and an intention of provid-| goverument bad intimated any disapprobation of 
ing for her interest in the acquisition. But the con-' that pari of general Hull’s proclamation, the same 
ditions under which France had acquired Louisiana | declaration would have been as confidently repeat- 
from Spain, were not communicated ; the refusal of | ed four months ailer by general Smyth. 
Spain to consent to its alienation Was not known ;| His mjés'S s government have other and ample 
the protest of her ambassador had not been made, | means of Knowing that the conquest of the Canadas. 
and many other circumstances atiending the trans- | and their annexation $0, the United States was the 
uction, on which it is now unnecessary to dilate, | object and policy ot the American government.— 
were, as theie is good reason to believe, indusirious- | For the present the unuersigned will content them- 
ly concealed. ; sclves with referring to the remonstrance of the le- 
The proof of a spirit’ of aggrandizement, which gislature of Massachusetts in June, 1813, in which 
the undersigned had deduced from the hostile seiz-| ms mien tion Is announced as matter of notoriety. 
ure of a great part of the Floridas, under the most Phe undersigned deny that the American govern. 
frivolous pretences, remains unrefuted; and the} ment had proved, or can prove, that. previous to the 
undersigned are convinced that the occasion andl cir- | declaration of war by the United stiles, persons 
cumstances under which that unwarrantable act of | authorized by the British government enaeavored to 
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oP that endeavors:of that kind, if made: by private{ be considered as their subjects, and, consequently, 
rsons, (which the undersigned have no reason to| if engaged in war against the United States, become 
believe) ever received: the countenance of his ma-/| liable to be treated as rebels, or disaffected persons, 
7° al erp They have further stated, that all the: territory 
The American plenipotentiaries have not denied | which these indian nations occupy, is at the dispo- 
that the Indian nationshad been engaged in war with} sal of the: United States; that the United States have 
the United States, before the war with Great Bri:;a right to dispossess.them of it: to-exercise that 
tain had commenced, and they have reluctantly con-|right, whenever their policy or interest may seem 
fessed. that sO far from his majesty having induced to them to require it; and to confine them to sucly 
the Indian nations to begin the var, 48 charged | spots as may be selected, not by indian nations, but? 
against Great Britain in the notes of the 24th Aug. |by the American government. Pfetensions such as 
and 9th ult: the British government actually exerted | these Great Brita can never recognize: however 
their endeavors'to dissuade the Indian nations from] reluctant his royal highness the prince regent may 
commencing it. be to continue the war, that evil must be preferred, 
As to the unworthy motive assigned by the Ame-):f peace can only be obtained on such conditions. 
ew rics iy di ee # ane. . To we 0 oe ee ne at pe pre 
y Made of the part.ot Great Britain, its utterim-! time to show, that the present conduct sreat 
probability is sufficiently apparent from considering} Britain ig inconsistent with her former practice and 
by: ee tg ‘wo the war _ pase: a The apn? seo og tte American ee ae ote ha 
signed, therefore, can only consider it as sn addi-| ferred to the treaty of peace 1783, to that of 1703, 
tional indication of that hostile cisposition whicli/ and to the negociations of 1761, during: tlie adminis- 
has led to the present unhappy war between the two | tration of a mivister, whom the American plenipo- 
yi nh So long as that disposition continues, it|ientiaries have state, and truly stated, to be higla 
cannot but render any effort on the part of Great! in the estimation of his country. 
Britain to terminate this coutes: utterly unavailing:| ‘Fhe omissions to provide in the treaty of 1783, 
The American plenipotentiaries appear unprepar- | for the pacification of the indian nations, which were 
ed to state the precise ground upon which they re-|io be included within the préposed boundary of the 
sist the right of his majesty to negociate with thc; United States, cannot preclude Great Britain fronw 
United ' States on behalf of the Indian nations, whose | now negociating in behalf of such tribes or nations, 
co-operation in the war his majesty has found it ex-/ uuless it be assumed, that the occasional non exer- 
pedient to sccept. ' cise of a right is an abandonment of it. Nor can the 
_ The treaty of Greenville, to the words, stipula-| right of protection, which the American plenipoten- 
tions, and spirit of which the undersigned have so}tiaries have fxiled: in showing to have been ever 
yr sir eo apteade nigh the aoe es claimed by Great Britain as incident to sovereignty, 
and subsequently made, between the United States! have been transferred by Great Britain to the United 
and the Indian nations, shew, beyond the possivility; States, by a treaty, to which the indian nations 
of doubt, that the United States have been in the| were not partics. 
habit of treating with these tribes as independent} In the peace of 1763, it was not necessary for G. 
nations, capable of maintaining the relations of peace/ Britain to treat for the pacification of the Indian 
and war, and excrcising territorial rights. rnations, aid the maintenance of their rights and 
If this be so, it wHl be difficuit to point out the: privileges, because there had been no Jndian nations 
peculiar cireumetagces in the condition of those’ hying without the British boundaries, who had co- 
nations, which should either exclude them from 2/opernted with Great Britain, in the war against 
treaty of general pacification, or prevent Great Dri-| France. 
tain, with whom they bave co-operated as allics in} With respect to the negociations of 1761, between 
the war, from proposing stipulations in their behalf) Great Britain and France, on which the American 
atthe peace. Unless the American plemipotentiaries : plenipotentiaries more particularly rely, they appear, 
ave prepared to maintain what they have in effect) in the judgment of the undersigned, to have nuch 
ra ars that ene jadian nations may be! misunderstood the whole course of that negociation. 
iadepencdent in theirrelations with the United States,, Mk is very true that the French gevernment 
” esate app 4 living vithin the boundary! brought forward, at one period of the negociation, 
of the United States disables them from forming! a preposition, by which a certain territory, lying be- 
: AN , x + ai aaaet _~ “ f/%s } l ’ y Yilte 3a Cel ain erricorys, ying ¢ 
such conditions of alliance with a fureign power, as) tween the dominions of the two contracting parties, 
shall entitle that power to negociate for Uiem in a was to have been allotted to the Indian nations.— 
treaty of peace. }iut it does Dot appear that this formed a part of 
The principle upon which this proposition is' their ultimatum, and it is clear, that Mr. Pitt in 
founded, was advanced, but successfully resisted se his answer, did not object to the proposition. He 
far back as the treaty of Biunster. An attempt was objected, indeed, to the proposed line of demarca- 
then made to preclude France from negociating in; tion between the countries belonging to the two 
behalf of certain states and eities in Germany, who contracting parlics, upon the two grounds: Ist, 
had co-operated with her im the war, because aJ-) that the proposed northern line would have given 
though those states and cities might be considered) to France, what the French had themselves ack now- 
as independent for certain purposes, yet being with. ledged to be part of Canada, the whole of which, 
3n the boundary of the German empire, they ought) as enjoyed by his most Christian majesty, it had been 
not to be alloved to become parties in the geieral; stipulated, was to be ceded entirely to Great Bri- 
pacification with the emperor of Germany, nor) tain: Qdiy, that the southern part of the proposed 
ought France to be permitted im that nesociation to} ling of demarcation would have ineluded within 
wuix their rights and interests with her own. the boundary of Louisiana, the Cherokees, the 











The American plenipotentiaries, probably aware | Creeks, the Chickasaws, the Choctaws, and anether 
that the notion of such a qualificd independence, for| nation, who occupied territories which had never 
certain purposes, and not for others, could not be} been included within the boundaries of that scitle- 
nraintained, either by argument or precedent, have} ment. So far was Mr. Viti from rejecting, as alledg- 
been compelled to adyance the novel and alarming|ed by the American plenipetentiaries, the proposi- 
pretension, that all the lidiaa nations living within] tion of considering Indian nations a barrier, that at 
ihe boundury of the United Siutes, must in effect, one period of the negociation he complained that 
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there was.no provision for such a barrier ; ancthe thus 
‘energetically urges his objections, in his letter to 
‘Mr. Stanley, the British plenipotnateny ai ‘Paris, 
dated on the 26th June, 1761, “‘ As to the. fixation 
“of new limits to Canada towards the Ohio, it 1s cap- 
‘tious and insidious, thrown out. in hope, if agreed 
to, to shorten thereby the extent of Canada, and to 
lengthen the. boundaries of Louisiana, and in the 
view to establish, what must not be admitted, name- 
ly, that all which is not Canada is Louisiana ; where- 
by all the intermediate nations and. countries, the 
tree barrier to each. province, would be given up 
to France.” 

The undersigned confidently expect, that .the 
American plenipotentiaries will not aguun reproacts 
the | British government with acting inconsistently 
with its former practice and principles, or repeat 
‘the assertion made in a former note, that a definition 
of Indian boundary, with a view toa neutral barrier, 
Was a new and anprecedented demand by any Euro- 

“pean power, and most of all by Great Britaian; the 
very instance selected by the American plenpoten- 
tuaries, undeniably proves that such.a proposition 
had been entertained hothby G. Britain and France, 
and that Mr. Pitton the part of Great Britain had 
more particularly enforced it. 

It remains only to notice two objections which 
the American plenipotentiaries have urged against 

“the proposal of Indian pacification, advanced by the 


* 


‘ty, that as the United States could have no-security 
that the Indian nations would conclude a pezce on 


the terms proposed, the proposition would be in ef- 
“fect unilateral. 


The article now proposed by the undersigned, and | 


‘herewith enclosed, is free from both objections, and 
appears to them so characterized by a spirit of mo- 
deration and peace, that they earnestly anticipate the 
eencurrence of the American plenipotentiaries. 

In making a last effort.in this stage of the war, the 
undersigned are not apprehensive that the motives 
which have infitenced his roval highness the. prince 
revent to-direct a renewal of ibe proposition, with 
its present modifications, can be misunderstood or 
misrepresented. 

‘Whatever may be the result of the proposi‘ion 


thus offered, the undersigned deliver it.as their ulti: | 


matum, and now await with anxiety the answer of 
the American plenipotentiaries, on which their con- 
tinuance in this place will depend. 

The undersigned avail themselves of this cppor- 
tunity of renewing to the American plenipotentia- 
vies, the assurance of their high consideration. 

(Signed) GAMBIER, 

HENRY GOULBORN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 
Po the ministers plenipotentiary, 
and extraordinuru, Gc. &e. Ce. 


“The United States of America engage to put 
an end, immediately after the ratification of the 
present ‘treaty, to hostilities with all the tribes or 
nations of indians with whom they may be at war, 
at the time of such ratification, and forthwith to re- 
store to such tribes or nations, respectively, all the 
possessions, rights and privileges, which they may 
have enjoyed or been entitled to in 1811, previous to 
such hostilities : provided always, that su@h tribes 
oF nations ‘shall agree to desist from all hostilities 
against the United States of America, their citizens 
ainl subjects, upon the ratification of the present 
treaty being notified to such tribes or nations, and 
shall so desist.accordingly. 

“ And his Britannic majesty engages, on his par‘, 
te.put an-end igunediately after the ‘ratification of 


the. present treaty, to hostilities with.all.the tribes 
or nations of indians with whom he may. be at. war, at 
the time of such ratification, and forthwith to restore 
to such trikes or nations respectively, all the pos- 
sessions, rights and privileges, which they.may have 
enjoyed or been entitled to in 1811, previous to such 
hostslities :. provided always, that such tribes.or nas 
tions shall agree to desist from al} hostilities against 
his Britannic majesty and his subjects, upon the fas 
tification of the present treaty being notified to.such 
tribes.or nations,.and shall so desist.accordingly.” 


No. VIII. 
‘From the .4merican tothe British commissioners. 
Guent, October 13, 1814. 
“Fhe undersigned have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of the note of the plenipotcntiaries of 
his Britannic majesty, dated on the 8th instant, 
Sitisfied of the impossibility of persuading. the 
world that the government of the United States was 
liable to any well fonnded imputation of a spirit of 





conquest or of injustice towards other nations, the 
jwadersigned, in affording explanations on several of 
the topics idverted to by the British plenipotentiaries 
during this negociation, were actuated by the sole 
motive oF removing erroneous impressions. 

| Still influenced by the same motive, they will now 
‘add, that at the time when the Spanish minister was 
‘remonstrating at Washington against the transfer.of 


! 
| 
i 


i 
; 
‘ 
' 


‘ “9 , Louisiana, orders were given by his government for 
nndersirned ; first, that it is not reciprocal : secona- 


us delivery to France; that it was, in fact, delivered 
«short time after that remonstrance; and that if the 
‘treaty by which the U. States 2equired it had not been 
ratified, would have become, of course, a French colo- 
‘ny. The undersigned believe that the evidcnee of the 
assent of Spain to that transfer has been promulgat- 
fed. ‘They neither admit the alleged disability of the 


( Spanish monarch, nor the inference which the Bri- 


\ lish plenipotentiaries would seem to deduce from it ¢ 
on the contrary, the assent was voluntarily given in 
the year 1804, by the same king who, about the same 
time, ceced Trinidad to Great Britain, and prior te 
, the time when he was again engaged in war with her. 
| Tie cession by France was immediately. communi. 
icated to Great Britain, x circumstance. affecting it, 
jund then within the Knowledge of the United States, 
loeimg imtentionally concealed from her. She ex- 
|pressed her satisfaction with it; and if in any pos- 
|sibfe state of the case’she would have had a right to 
‘question the transaction, it does not appear to the 
undersigned that she.is now authorised todo so. 

After stating, generally, that the proclamations of 
genersis Huil and Smyth were neither authorized 
nor approved by their government, the undersigned 
could not have expecied that the British plenipoten- 
tiaries Would suppose that their statement did not 
embrace the only part of the proclamations which 
was a subject of consideration. 

Vie undersigned had, indeed, hoped, that, by 
stating in their note of the 9th ultimo, that the go- 
vernment of the United States, from the commence- 
ment of the war, had been disposed to make peace 
without obtaining «ny cession of territory, and by 
referring to their knowledge of that disposition, ang 
to instructions sccordirgly given from July, 1812, 
ito January, 1814, they would efleciuxtly remove the 
limpression that the annexation of Canada to the 
| United States was the declared object of their go- 
'vernment. Not only have the undersigned been dis- 
‘ippainted in this expectation, out the only inference 
which the British . plenipotentiaries have ‘thought 
proper to draw fram this expticit statement, wag 
been, that either the American government, by not 
giving instructions subsequent to the pacitication’of 
,urope, or the .wodersigned, by nat acting under 


| 
| 
; 
! 
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such instructions, gave no proof of a sincere desire 
to bring the present negociations to a favorable con- 
clusion. The undersigned did not allude, in refer- 
ence to the alleged intention to annex Canada to the 
United States, to any instructions given by their go- 
vernment subsequently to January last, because, 
asking at this time for no accession of territory, 1 
was only of its previous disposition that it appear- 
ed necessary to produce any proof. So erroneous was 
the inference drawn by the British plempotentiaries, 
jn both respects, that it was in virtue of the instruc- 
tions of June last, that the undersigned were ena- 
bled, in their note of the 24th August, to state, that 
tle causes of the war between the United States and 
Great Britain, having disappeared, by the maritimé 
pacification of Europe, they had been authorised to 
agree to its termination upon a mutual restoration 
of territory, and without making the conclusion of 
peace to depend on a successiul arrangement of 
those points on which differences had existed. — 
Considering the present state of the negociation, 
the undersigned will abstain, at this time from ad- 


which has been exerted over the Indian tribes inha 
biting the territories of the United States, and the 
nature of those excitements which had been employ- 
ed by British traders and agents. 

The arguments and facts already brought forward 
by the undersigned, respecting the political condi- 
tion of those tribes, render it unnecessary for them 
to make many observations on those of the British 











plenipotentiaries on that subject. The treaties of) 
1763 and 1783, were those principally alluded to by 
the undersigned, to illustrate the practice of Great} 
Britain. She did not admit in the first, nor require 
in the last, any, stipulations respecting the Indians 
who, in one case, had been her enemies, and, in the 
other, her allies, and who, in both instances, fell by 
the peace within the dominions of that power against 
whom they had been engaged in the preceding war. 

The negociation of 1761 was quoted for the pur- 
pose of proving, what appears to be fully establish- 
ed by the answer of England to the ultimatum of 
France delivered on the first of Sept. of that year, 
that his Britannic majesty would not renounce his 
right of protection over the Indian nations reputed 
to be within his dominions, that is to say, between 
the British settlements and the Mississippi. Mr. 
Pitt’s letter, cited by the British plenipotentiaries, 
far from contradicting that position, goes still fur- 
ther. Itstates that “the fixation of the new limits 
to Canada, as proposed by France, is intended to 
shorten the extent of Canada, which was to be ceded 
to England, and to lengthen the boundaries of Lou- 
siana, which France was to keep, and inthe view 
to establish what must not be admitted, namely, that 
all which is not Canada is Louisiana, whereby all the 
intermediate nations and countries, the true barrier 
to each province, would be given up to France.” 
‘This is precisely the principle uniformly supported 
by the undersigned, to wit: that the recognition of a 
boundary gives up to the nation, in whose behalf it 
is made, all the Indian tribes and countries within 
that boundary. It was on this principle that the 
undersigned have confidently relied on the treaty of 
1788, what fixes and recognizes the boundary of the 
B. States, without making any reservation respect- 
ing Indian tribes. 





But the British plenipotentiaries, unable to pro- 
duce a solitary precedent ot one European pewer 
treating for the savages inhabiting within the do- 
minions of another, have been compelled, in support 
of their principle, to refer to the German empire, a 
body consisting of several independent sfates, re- 


cognized as such by the whole world, and seperately 
maintaining with foreign powers the relations be- 
longing to such a condition. Can it be necessary to 
prove that there is no sort of analogy between the 
political situation of these civilized communities, 
and that of of the wandering tribes of North Ame- 
rican savages? 

In referring to what the British plenipotentiaries 
represent as alarming and novel pretensions, what 
G. Britain can never recognize, the undersigned 
might complain ‘that these alledged pretensions 
have not been stated, either in terms or in substance, 
as expressed by themselves. This, however, is the 
less material, as any further recognition of them by 
Great Britain is not necessary nor required. On the 
other hand, they can never admit nor recognize the 
principles or pretensions asserted in the course of 
this correspondence by the British plenipotentiaries, 
and which, to them, appear novel and alarming. 

The article proposed by the British plenipotentia- 
ries, in their last note, not including the Indian 
tribes as parties in the peace, and leaving the United 
States free to effect its object in the mode consonant 
with the relations which they have constantly main- 
tained with’ those tribes, partaking also of the na- 
ture of an amnesty, and being at the same time re- 
ciprocal, is not liable to that objection; and accords 
with the views uniformly professed by the under- 
signed, of placing these tribes precisely, and in 
every respect, in the same situation as that in which 
they stood before the commencement of hostilities. 
This article, thus proposmg only what the under- 
signed have so often assured the British plenipoten- 
tiaries would necessarily follow, if indeed it has not 
already, as is highly probable, preceded a peace 
between Great Britain and the United States. The 
undersigned agree to admit it, in substance, as a 
provisional article, subject, in the manner original- 
ly proposed by the British government, to the ap- 
probation or rejection of the government of the 
United States, which, having given no instructions 
to the undersigned on this point, cannet be bound 
by any article they may admit on the subject. 

It will, of course, be understood, that if, unhap- 
pily, peace should not be the result of the present 
negociation, the article thus conditionally agreed to 
shall be of no effect, and shall not, in any future 
negociation, be brought forward by either party, by 
way of argument or precedent. 

This article having been presented as an aindispen- 
sible preliminary, and being now accepted, the un- 
dersigned request the British plenipotentiaries to 
communicate to them the project of a treaty em- 
bracing all the points deemed material by Great 
Britain; the undersigned engaging on their part to 
deliver immediately after a counter project with 
respect to all the articles to which they may not 
agree, and on the sabjects deemed material by the 
United States, and, which may be omitted in the 
British project, 

(Signed) J. QUINCY ADAMS, 
JAMES A. BAYARD, 
HENRY CLAY, 
JONA. RUSSELL, 











ALBERT GALLATIN. 
No. IX. 
FROM THE BRITISH TO THE AMERICAN MINISTERS, 
Ghent, October 31, 1814. 
The undersigned have had the honor of receiving the note of 
the Amcrican plonipotentiaries of the 13th inst. ic TE panna me 
their acceptance of the article which the undersigned had propose« 
on’ the subject of the pacification and rights of the Lidian na- 
thons. 
The undersigned are happy in being thus relieved from the ne- 
cessity of recurring to several topics, which thongh they arose 
in the course of their discussions, have only an incideptal connec~. 





tion with the difference remaining to be adjusted between the twe 
contri’ t.- 
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* With a view te this adjustment the undersigned preferring im 
the present state of the ncgociation a general statement of the for- 
mal arrangement of articics, are willing so far to coinply with the 
fequest of the Arnerican plesipotentiaries comtained ma their last 
note, as to wave the advantages to which they think they were 
fon entitled, of requiring trom thet the first projeet of a 
renty. : 

The undersigned having stated at the first conference the points 
upon which his majesty’s governineet considered the discussions 
between the two countries as likely to tura, cannet better satisfy 
the request of the Amevican plenipotentiaties than by referring 
them to that conference for a statement of the points which, in the 
opinion of his majesty’s government yet remains to be adjusted. 

With respect to the furcible seizitre of mariners from on beard 
merchant vessels on the su yr seas, and the right of the king of G. 
Britain to the allegiance of all his subjects, and with respect to the 
maritime rights of the British empire, the undersigned conceive 
that after the pretensions asserted by the government of the United 
States, a more satisfactury proof of the conciliatory spirit of his 
mAjesty’s government cannot be given than not requiring any st- 
pulation on those subjects, which tho’ most important in Ciemnsel ves 
no longer in consequence of the maritime pacification of Europe 
produce the same practival results. : 

On the subject of the fisheries the undersigned expressed with 
so much frankness at the conference already referred to, the views 
oftheir government, that they consider any further observations 
on that topic as Unnecessary at the present time. : 

On the question of the boundary Sacvicen the dominions of his 
majesty and those of the United States, the undersigned are led to 
expect from the discussion which this subject has already uader- 
gone, that the N. W.voundary from the lake of the Woods to the 
Mississippi, the intended arrangement of 1803, will be admitted 
without objection. eae | 

In regard to other boundaries the American plenipotentiaries in 
their note of Augast 24th, appeared in some measure to object to 
the propositions then made by the undersigned as the basis 0 
wii Yossidetis. The wadersigned are willing to treat on that basis, 
subject to such modificationsas mutual convenience may be found 
to require, and they trust that the American plenipotentiaries will 
shew oy their ready acceptance of this basis, that they duly appre- 
wiate the moderation of lis majesty’s government in so lar con 
sulting the honor and fair pretensions of the United States asin the 
reiative situation of tie (Wo Countries, to authorise such a propor 
sition. 

‘The undersigned avail themselves of this opportunity to renew 
to the American pl enipotenatiaries, the assurance of their ugh con- 
sideration. 

(Signed) GAMBIER, 
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 
True Copy. 
C. Hughes, jr. Secretary of Legation. 
No. X. 
FROM THE AMERICAN TO THE BRITISH MINISTERS. 
Ghent, October 4, 1814. 
» The wadersigned have the horor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the nete of the Britis plenipoteutiaries of Bie (ist inst. 

Amongst the general observations which the ulersigned, in 
their note of the 24th August, made on the propositions then 
brought forward on the part of the British: government, they re- 
marked thatthose propositions were fouled neither on the basis 
of uti possidetis, nov on that of status aute bellum. But so tar 
were they frum suggesting the uti possidetis as the basis an which 
they were disposed to treat, that in the same note they expressly 
statedthat they had been instructed to coneinde a peace on the 

orinciples of both parties restoring whatever territory they might 
Save taken. Uhe undersigned also deciared in that note, that they 


had no authority toeede aay part of the territory of the United | 


States, and that to no stipulation to that effect would they sub | 
scribe; and in the note of the 9th Sept. after having shewn that | 
the hasis of uti possidetis, such as was known to exist at the com- | 
mencement of the negociation, gave no claim to his Britannie ma- 
jesty to cession of territory founded upon the right of conquest, they | 
added that even ifthe chances of war should give to the British} 
arnisa Momentary possession of other parts of the territory of the | 
United States such events would not aiter their views, with regard 
tothe terms of peace to which they would give their consent. 

Che undersigned caa now only repeat tiose deciarations and de- 
cline treating upon the basis of uti possidetis, or upon any other 
principle involving a cession of any part of the tersitury of the U. 
States. Asthey have unifogmly stated, they can treat only upon 

the principle of mutual restoration of Whatever territory may have 

been takem by either party. From this principle they cannot re- 
cede, and the tindersigned after the repeated declarations of the 
British plenipotentiaries, that Great Britain had no view to &c- 
- eabeeeag of territory, in this negociation, deem it necessary to add, 
that the utility of its continuance depends on their adlicreaco to 
this prineiple. 4 : 

‘The undersigned having declared in their note ef 21st of Aug. 
that altho’ instructed and prepared to enter into an auicable dis- 
cussion of all the points, oa which differences or uncertainty had 
existed, and which might hereatter tend to intercupt the harmony | 
of tie two countries, they would not make the conclusios of the; 
peace at alideperd npoa a suce-ssful result of the discussion, and | 
having since agrevd to the preliminary article’ proposed by the | 
Brivsh government, had believed that the negociation airearly so | 
long protracted, could not be brought to an esriy conclusion, other | 
wise than by the communication of a project cubraciag al} the | 
otter specifie prupositions whieh Great Britaia mitended to offer. | 





————— 


oe 


They repeat their request in that respect, and will have no objec: | 
tio’ to a Simultaneous exchange of the projects of both parties. | 











braced j a . sii 
the dient ot the British plenipotentiaries, to which 


time. € thought it necessary to advert at the present 


‘Fhe undersigned renew t 
surance of their high pac hic 
(Signed) 


ritish plenipotentiaries the ay 


JOHN QUINCY ADA 
JAMES A. BAYARD, 
HENRY CLAY, : 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
\s 


, 5 A. GALLATIN, 
To the plenipotentiaries of his Britannic _ 


Majesty, Se. Ge. Ge. Ghent. 
: True Copy. 
C. Hughes, gv. secretary American mission extraordinary. 
No. XI. 
Copy fa letter from our commissioners to the secretary of stat, dated 


: Garr, Slst Oc. 1414. 
Sir—The detention of the Chauncey at Ostend, enables us to 
send you the enelosed note from the British plenipotentiaries 
which we have just received. : 
We have the honor to be with perfect respect your obedient 
servants, J 
(Signed) JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
H. CLAY, 
JONA. RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
| To the hon. James Munroe, secretary oj’ state. 
NO. XII. 


FROM THE BRITISH TO Ti AMER(CAN MINISTERS. 
Ghent, Slst October 1814. 


| The undersigned have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the note addressed to them by the American plenipotentaries on 





} 


p ithe 2sth inst. in Which they object to the basis of uti possidetts 


: proposed by the undersigned as that on which they are willing tw 
, Theat in rogard to part of the houndaries between the dominions of 
his Majesty and those of the United States. 
| The American plenipotentiaries in their note of the 13th inst. 
i requested the undersigned to communicate to them the project of 
'a treaty embracing ail the points insisted on by Great-Britain, 
| engaging on their part to deliver immediately after a contre pro- 
jJectas to all the articles to witich they mieht not agree, and as to 
jall the subjects deemed material by the United States, and omit. 
ted in the project of the undersigned. 
| The undersigned were accordingly instructed to wave the ques- 
tion of etiquette and the advantage which might result from 
iFeceiving the first communication, and, confiding in the engage 
linent of the American pleaipotentarics, communicated in their 
| Hotes Of dhe 21st inst. all the points upen which they are instructed 
t@ sist. 

The American plenipotentiaries have objected to one essential 
; part of the project thus communicated; hut before the undersigned 
|cam enter into the diseussion on this objection, they must require 


.| from the American plenipotentiaries that, pursuant to theic ee 


| gagement, they will deliver a contre project containing all their 
| objections to the points submitted by the undersigued, together 
| with a statement of such further points as the governinent of the 
United States consider to be material. See 
‘The undersigned are authorised to state distinctly, that the 
article as to the pacification and rights of the indian nauens having” 
| been accepted, they have brought forward in their nete of the 21st 
jinst.all the propositions they bave to offi. Lhey have no fariker 
}demands to make, no other stipulations on which they are im- 
jstructed to iusist, aud they are empowered to sign a treaty of 
}peace forthwith in conformity with those stated in their former 
| hote. 
‘he nndersigned trust therefore that the American plenipoten- 


Tuis course will brig fairly into discussion the other topics vial Pees 


‘iiavics will 10 longer hesitate to bring forward in the form ef 


articles or otherwise, as they may prefer, those specific propos - 
tions upon which they are empowered to sign a treaty of pease 
between the two countries. 

The undersigned avail shemselves of the present opportanity t 
renew to the plenipotentiaries of the United States the assurance 
of their hirh consideration. 


is ; 
(dgaice 


GAMBIER, 
HENRY GOULBOURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 
True copy, 
C. HUGHES, Secretary American missians 
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Svents of He Wat. 
5 iS 08.48 4 ‘i . 
Head. Quarie:s, 8th Afilitary District, 
Detroit, November 18, 1814 
GENERAL ORDERS. . 
The commanding general congratulates the gals 
lant volunteers under his command, upon their s.r 
return and the fortunate issue of the expedition, He 
icknowledges with equal pride and pieasure the 
meritorious conduct of the troops, so conspicucusly 
lisplaved in thei patriotism in the first instance, 
in their patience under every difficully, and in. the 


enthusiasm which pervaded ali ranks whea they ex- 


! : , 
cted to meet the encimy. 
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stain Dewitt of that corps, in the skirmish at Mal- 


“than zeal. 
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Circumstances. beyond military controul, cad in 
#heir nature calculated to reflect on the fidelity of 
the citizens, on,both sides of this river, rendered a 
movement around lake St..Clair absolutely necess wy 
to the success of the expedition. This’ necessity 
exposed the troops to many difficuities and hard- 
ships, in wading frequently along the shores of the 
lake; in the passage of several deep and rapid rivers, 
sometimes without boats, and on all occasions en- 
countering swamps.—They have the consolation, 
however, to Know that they have performed a rouie 
of more than-four- hundred miles, one hundred und 
eighty of which is a wilderness and a considerabie 
part of that distance too without any road. The de- 
tachment consisting of not more than seven humdred 
and twenty effectives, penetrated two hundred miles 
into the.enemy’s territory; destroyed tipwards of two 
hundred stand of arms, defeated and dispersed four 
or five hundred of their militia, encamped in a strong 
position, with a loss on their part in the skirmishes 
of the 6th inst. at Grand river, and Malcolm’s mills, 
of one captain and seventeen privates killed, and 
nine privates wounded, and three captains, five sub- 
giterns and one hundred and three privates made 
prisoners during the action and on the retreat, 
whilst our loss was only one. killed and six wounded. 
465 militia were paroled. 


As the best evidence of the secrecy and rapidity 


to Uus place, that department was afterwards weft 
jconducte! by quarter master Reed. Dr. Turner, of 
the 17th infantry, rendered many important services 
and much ig due to the sctivity, zeal ond intelligence 
displayed by captain Bradford, of the 19th inf NTP, 
brigade mayor, already clistingaished for his gallan- 
try im the worth, as well as the seuth. Lieutenant 
Ryaburn and serjeant Martun, of the -U. 8. ranger 
supported the character which that corps hag 
established for cravery and entesprize. The bhonorasr 
vie department of the indian elicts, Lewis, Woifey 
and John, «nd imierpreter Anthony Shwne, wag 
truly animating to all the treops. 

The mounted troops will be mustered with afl 
practicable <lispatch, discharged 4nd return to the 
interior by companies. | 

The commanding gener:l returns his most upe 
feigned thanks.to. the volunteers under His command, 
and in taking leave of troops, so much deserving 
his confidence, begs them to be assured thai he wit 
never cease to cherish a lively recoHection of their 
services, withs hope that they mav return in safety, - 
to their respective homes, to enjoy the socieiy of 
their families, and the just gratitude of their couns 
try. By command, C.S. TODD, act. adj. cen. 
cPPnom Gaent.—The despatches from our mine 


isters at Ghent, (which we have ihe pleasure to lag 
before our readers in regular order,) have delighted 





of the expedition, the detachment was enabled, im! 
despite of treason and stratagem, to enter the town | 
of Oxford, 149 miles in the enemy’s country, before | 
the.inhabitants were apprized that a force was ap- 
proaching. The resources of the enemy have been 
essentially affected by the fact, that the detachment 
subsisted entirely upon them; this circumstance, 
together with the destruction of the five valuable 
mills in the vicinity of Grand river, which were ein- 
ployed in the support of the army in the peninsula, 
avill present objections to any attempts ciuring the 
winter against this Place.—These important objects 
have been effected, and the detachment has return- 
ed in complete safety, with the exception of one 
killed. , 

The health of ‘the troops was also unexampled ; 
and the unexpected rise on Grand river alone pie- 
wented a visit to Burlington Heights, the head quar- 
4ers of the province, distance only 25 miles. 

The ardor and firmness manifested by the troops 
whenever they expected to meet the enemy, was 
‘mot more conspicuous than the cheerfulness with 
which they obeyed orders, whilst the difficulties 
they encountered can only be known to those who 
participated in them. In representing the merits 
of the gallant corps, and the assistance afforded by 
each in their respective stations, particular credit 
is lue to that zealous and intelligent officer m:jor 
Dudley, and his staff, especially to the activity of 
adjutant Berry: the good conduct of Capts. Simp- 
son, Moore, M’Clenny and Lancaster; leutenants | 
Cardwell and M’Clain; ensigns Clarke and Whita-| 
ker, sergeants Fry and Sopes, all of the Kentucky | 
battalion. Purticular notice is also duc to the ac-| 
tivity of adjutant Wood and Dr. Chapez, of the 
Olio battalion ; and to captain Murray of the Ohio 
gavalry, captain Campbell and lieutenant Eliis of 
the Ohio battalion. The general regrets that cap- 








eolm’s mif!, did not animate his command by his ex- 
ample; and that quarter master Crouch of thie 
Kentucky battalion possessed no other qualification 





‘The exertions of quarter-mas‘er Conner were du-| 
“ty appreciated by the detachment previously to its: 
passage of the river St. Clair, and upon his. return 


and disgusted all that we have heard spe2k of them. 
There is a dignified firmness and manly moderation, 
with a power of argument and force of reasoning, 
in the notes of our ministers that excites an honest 
pride in the mind of every American, as tending te 
elevate the character of the republic in the eves of 
an impartial world, while he is disgusted with the 
tergiversation anil pettifogging manner of their fees 
ble opponents, the whole British cabinet.* It was 
well observed in one of our papers, a few days aga, 
that our ministers had as well supported the honor 
of their country at Ghent, as our tars had done it 
on the sea and lakes, or (it might have been added 
our soldiery by the bayonet, contending with “Wel- 
lington’s invincibdles.” 

Whatis the probable result of this negociation is 
hard to suppose. The question of a speedy peace, 
we rather apprehend depends on the prospect of 
things im Europe, and the turn of events in the cons 
gress at Vienna. Incase peace should not be made, 
this fact will be apparent to every onc, that the war 
onour part, if offensive in its outset, will be purely 
defensive in its tulure progress and termination... 
With the general pacification of Europe the chief 
causes for which we went to war with Great Britain 
have, from the nature of things, ceused to effeci us 
it is not forus to quarrel for formsBritain may 
pretend io uny- “right” she pleases; provided she 
does not exercise it, to our injury 

We think the general opinion seems to be—that 
a peace wili be made—the «fairs on Chomplein, at 
Plattsbtrg, Erie, B:ltimore, &c. are powerful nee 
gociators against “subjugation” and “unconditional 
subniission.” 








SS 





eet 
W_ would have been elad to have left out of - he 
first sheet that issues this day, many things we had 
in type and therein inserted, if we hud contempla- 
ted the length of the papers trom Ghent. As ii i8, 
many things must lie over. 
TrThe quantity of matter, on hand, that we could 


Wish to publish at ouce, is competent tooccupy five 





or six sheets 
' 





"lt iss fsct Wao every wot. from eur comission’ 
ers Was submitted io the Britesh cabinet g which». 
without doubt, prepared the answers , 





